|~

|

d)

f)

g)

h)

ROSEDALE ROAD & BULL MEADOW ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION

MEETING 12" April 2024
Present: A Klecha (Chair), S Walsh (Secretary), S Cheeseman (Membership Secretary), C Cheeseman
(Committee), J Fielder (Treasurer), K Walsh, S Simmonds, A Davison, C Davison, C Robertson, A Osborn,
J Bishop, J Alabaster, B Alabaster, A Collins, L Dartnell, M Watts, T Whiberley, L Brede, Reg Pearce (20
total)
Apologies: S Carter, S Klecha

Minutes from 8" March 24: agreed

Matters Arising:

Smith’s Garden Centre discount cards — SW has collected cards and passed to SC for distribution

Tool bank — tool audit underway, draft tool loan form being trialled soon, insurance documents to be
checked if we have new for old cover and overall value covered

RR site — overhanging trees — AK has contacted Thurrock Council who have responded and cut back
the tree over plot 25, the remaining trees to be worked on will now have to wait until the end of
nesting season. AK also requested that the overhanging trees on BM site are added to job list.

RR entrance — signage — AK has asked Thurrock Council to repaint the Keep Clear road painting at top
of access slope at RR entrance, he has been informed that is added to the TC job list. The meeting
attendees discussed concerns about parking at the top of the slope limiting/making driving through
very difficult. All agreed it was frustrating. There is little that can be done about it —if those cars don’t
park there, others will. The car owner does move when asked and so allows access for deliveries.
There may be an issue with regard to emergency vehicle access — AK & SW to investigate further and
write to Thurrock Council raising the H&S issue and suggesting a cross hatching at the entrance. Other
attendees have reported the issue to the Council and contacted the local councillor.

Rosedale Road Report (Alan Collins & Clive Robertson):

Site all good but not all plots are being worked yet.

Scrap metal collection raised £74 — thank you as no plastic dumped this time — keep it up!

A plot holder has dumped an old polytunnel and carpet at the south end of the site — please do not
do this! Plot-holders must remove their rubbish and not leave it for others to clear up for them!
Water was turned on briefly but had to be turned off again as one trough valve not going off when
full. This will be fixed as soon as possible. There is a tap under the handwashing sink — NOT to be used
for hoses but can be used to fill jugs and then your weedsprayer; the clean water won’t clog the
sprayer head.

Three deliveries of good quality wood have been recently received at RR end — all brand new — please
take what you want.

Scalpings will be organised soon as better weather consistent. AC will let users know when the car
park at RR will not be available; he will also organise the helping hands.

CR has topped up the fish pond but thinks all the fish have died. If so, will be clearing it out and starting
afresh.

Four solid wheelbarrow tyres have been purchased (£13 from scrap money) — look to be a good
investment.

Bull Meadow Report (Les Dartnell & Andy Klecha):

Plots coming to life.

Manure on site, wood chips on order.

Water has been turned on but slight leak so off again until fixed. SS has agreed to look at on Sunday
and let AK know.
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AK has sprayed the vacant plot 29A, just need to spray the brambles and it will be ready to show new
plotholders. Any new plotholder must be told that this plot will be very hard work for the first year or
two, will need a lot of digging over to clear brambles and bindweed — this would be taken into account
at plot inspection times.

A Home Gardener member has asked if they could store a vehicle of theirs on BM car park whilst
having building work done at home. The answer is no — the car park is not large enough. Only
plotholders visiting their plots at that site are permitted to park at either BM or RR sites. Vehicles
should be removed at the end of the working visit. BM & RR car parks are for use of plotholders on
allotment business.

Treasurer’s Report (Jane Fielder):

Thurrock Council annual rent paid; donation to Tyrells Hall for use of the meeting room paid.

Latest water bills have been received BM £50.83 & RR £89.18 — mainly standing charges. Need to
check RR meter readings water company state 5525, CR’s recent reading is 5507.

Bank balance is £4322.67, cash-in-hand is £187.21. Total £4509.88 (this excludes cash held by site
managers at RR & BM).

Membership Secretary’s Report (Sheila Cheeseman):

20 on waiting list. One plot on BM let to new plot-holders. One vacant plot, 29A, on BM — nearly
ready for letting; will require extra work first year or two, this will be emphasised when being shown.
New plotholders are required to have made good progress 12 weeks after taking over the plot. SC will
remind site managers of any 12 week dates coming up so the relevant plots can be reviewed.

Any Other Business:

Raffle raised £16 — thanks to Sheila & Clive for organising

Summer Social — BBQ provisional date Saturday 22" June

RR Open Day — Saturday 17" August

Plot inspections — committee members will start this annual process in June. Now is the time to get
your plots ready for the main growing season.

Open Day at Whitehall Lane Allotment 18" May

Veg Talk -

Get planting! Seedlings can be planted but be wary if they are not hardy! Very busy time.

Rhubarb — AC has three crowns of rhubarb, usually behave the same but this year one is flowering —
AK advised to remove the flower head and should be okay. Old practice was to dig up rhubarb crown
in the autumn and lay on top of ground to overwinter. Then quarter and replant the best quarter.
This can also be done if the rhubarb crown is hollow in the middle.

JF has two rhubarb crowns usually grow at same pace, this year one much smaller than the other. AK
suggested check if crown hollow, as above, but otherwise cause unclear.

Next Meeting: 7.30pm Friday 14" June 2024 at Tyrells Hall Club

Please note that there will not be a meeting in May as not enough committee members are
available!



