ROSEDALE ROAD & BULL MEADOW ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION - MEETING 14" November 2025
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Present: A Klecha (Chair), S Walsh (Secretary), S Cheeseman (Membership Secretary), C Cheeseman
(Committee), J Fielder (Treasurer), C Robertson, B Childs, J Alabaster, B Alabaster, K Walsh, S Fraser, L
Brede, A Davison (13 total)

Apologies: J Stephens (Committee), S Carter, S Klecha, A Collins, T Whiberley, W McNicolas, J Bishop (7
total)

Minutes from 12" September 25: Agreed.

Matters Arising:

Plot Inspections — winter inspections will be carried out very soon. Focus is on tidiness of plot, weed
control, south path, tree height

Scrap metal account — final update AC hosted a meeting on 27/10/25 attended by AK, JF, SW, & CR.
Summary of discussion AC will be standing down from scrap metal collection sometime in the next few
months. AK will take over and money collected in that manner will be paid directly into the
association’s bank account. Thank you to AC for managing the collections etc — funds so raised have
been very useful.

Theft from Plots Monthly Report — 2025 focus (Sharon Walsh): October sheds break-in overnight of
15/10/25. Several sheds (20+) had been looked over, some damaged to gain entry. SW reported to the
police. Reference number shared, via email, and plot-holders advised that the police required
individual reports. SW notified of two plot-holders having items taken — Bluetooth speakers and a
Dewalt strimmer. SW received a further email from the police 21 days later, they are not taking any
further action, they had not received any individual reports. All plot-holders are strongly advised to not
keep any items that are financial or sentimental value in their sheds.

Allotment sites across Thurrock have been targeted the last few months, and continue to be so.
Thurrock Allotment Steering Group representatives will be attending the Police Fire & Crime
Commissioner (PFCC) meeting on Monday 1% December. This is being held at Tyrells Hall — large hall at
7pm. AK also hopes to attend.

Rosedale Road Report (Clive Robinson):

There has been a lot of rain, so the grass needs to be strimmed.

Manure delivered — available at RR and BA entrances. Woodchip on site.

Handrail on slope into RR gate has been moved to ease access for large delivery vehicles. Thank you to
Stuart Simmonds.

) Water has been turned off, please could you empty any tanks at the end of your plots.

Strimmer(s) need to have service arranged as difficult to start.

BA gate padlock has been reported as being hard to open/lock. It will need to be replaced.

Pyracantha hedge growing against the external fence at BA end needs a trim on the outside. AK & CR
will liaise and get the job done with the hedge trimmer.

AK reported that he had spoken to the council (Luke Love) with regard to the Keep Clear sign at the top
of RR slope. Unless they are actually parking on the sign the traffic enforcement team cannot do
anything. Thurrock Council do not have plans to reassess the signage.

Bull Meadow Report (Andy Klecha):

Manure delivery due Tuesday. Wood chips delivery very soon. Grass paths have been cut.

AK has been clearing plots 41B & 48A — strimming, spraying etc so can be offered to next on waiting list.
One of the plot-holders WMCcN recently lost his wedding ring whilst helping strim one of the overgrown
plots 41A — please keep a look out!

Fly-tipping stopped by an ex-member who spotted them preparing to dump conifer cuttings. AK met
the police on site. There is limited CCTV footage. The man cut off the locks at the entrance gate, so a
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new padlock has been put onto the bar gate —it is the original number. AK will let BM plot-holders
know number and if it changes.

Treasurer’s Report (Jane Fielder):

All fees have been received; three members were late and had to pay an additional £10 fee; all three
were surprised — even though it is clearly stated in the T&Cs and on the renewal letter; they did pay!
Water bills for April — October have been paid — gone up for both sites, almost doubled for BM at £129,
RR £683.

Kings Seeds Order has been completed; 8 people ordered and made £21.28 for RRBMAA,; total order
was £172. The service is excellent value for money and it is a shame more people do not use it — cheap
and quality seeds with long shelf life.

Total funds £5107.83.

Membership Secretary’s Report (Sheila Cheeseman):

19 on waiting list

5 plots available; 2 on RR and 3 on BM; all are half plots

Plot 23N needs a lot of clearing until it is ready to offer out. Some discussion at meeting as to whether
a working party could be useful to site manager to help clear. SC to speak to AC.

Also consideration to be given to extending probation period from 3 months to 6 month if a new plot-
holder takes on a plot that is very overgrown.

10. Any Other Business:

d)

f)

g)

Raffle raised £10 - thanks to Sheila and Clive for organising

November Social Bonfire & BBQ was enjoyed by all who came along — the short, sharp shower did not
spoil the evening. Thank you to all who helped.

December Christmas Social 12t December — the wreath making session will be going ahead, if you do
want to attend you can still book a space £10 deposit to Karen & Julian (34 Boscombe Avene) as soon as
possible. The £15 balance will be payable on the evening. AD asked why wreath making was this year’s
Xmas social activity — AK replied that quiz numbers had been falling over the years so something
different was suggested; probably something different again next year, suggestions welcome. If you
want to come along and enjoy the atmosphere, get a drink from the bar, and sit & chat you will be very
welcome.

Talk about Orchards & Orchard Farm - AK informed meeting of talk on 17/11 at 8pm in Rochford
(Trust Links House, College Gardens, Rochford, SS4 1YL) £2 for non-members.

Thurrock Council Letter to ALL Plot-holders (on Council run sites) — although this letter is for council
run sites the requirement is applicable to RRBMAA as well. They state that the unauthorised dumping
of waste on site is strictly prohibited. This includes household waste, building materials, plastics, and
any other non-organic or non-compostable waste. If the council have to remove any such waste they
will charge the relevant plot-holders/association.

GrowOrganic SF suggested that a poster should be put up at BM so those plot-holders know how to get
a bag or two; AK will be action. CR reported order not yet made as unclear how many are needed —a
half or full pallet. He asked that if a full pallet is ordered volunteers help to unload and pack into
storage area.

Tyrells Hall Xmas Charity Collection — CR proposed that RRBMAA donate £20, meeting agreed, CR will
action.

Tree Height — CR raised the question of tall trees on plots at RR. AK replied that will be a focus for the
winter inspection, looking at trees over 7ft high. If they are not causing a problem to neighbouring
plots then probably okay. Responsibility of plot-holder to keep tree size within the limits. AK said he
could help cut down some trees of they did not require climbing.

Prizegiving from AGM handed out: Most Improved Plot — Stephen Fraser BullMeadow, Best Grown
Underground — Kevin Walsh RR, Best Grown Overground — Walter McNicholas BM (not at meeting),
Best Preserve — Tina Whiberley Tomato & Chilli Chutney (accepted by Len Brede)



j) VegTalk
CR asked if AK could provide a simple quick guide to best planting conditions for the most popular crops
—the meeting discussion agreed this would be impractical — lots of easily available information online,
tv programmes, seed packets, gardening books, experience through trial and error. AK did say he
would answer any questions relating to growing crops if folk want to ask via email
(andyklecha@talktalk.net).

Beetroot need regular watering whilst growing then it should be able to stay in the ground until needed
and not get woody.

Time to plant broad beans, garlic, overwintering Japanese onions. Cauliflower can be planted as
seedlings now, if watered regularly and covered with net to protect from pigeons you could get a
cauliflower in May. However, it should be noted that cauliflowers are not an easy vegetable to grow!

11. Next meeting:
Friday 9t January 2026 7.30pm upstairs at Tyrells Hall Club, 67 Dock Road, Grays RM17 6EY
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