
ROSEDALE ROAD & BULL MEADOW ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION - MEETING 13th February 2026 

1. Present: A Klecha (Chair), Jane Fielder (Treasurer), S Walsh (Secretary), S Cheeseman (Membership 
Secretary), C Cheeseman (Committee), J Stephens (Committee), C Robertson, J Alabaster, B Alabaster, K 
Walsh,  S Klecha, S Simmonds, P Wootton, K Deex, J Bishop, A Collins, A Davison, C Davison, A 
Charrington, R Mead (20 total) 
 

2. Apologies: L Dartnell 
 
3. Minutes from 9th January 26: Agreed. 
 
4. Matters Arising: 

a) Plot Inspections – one plot on RR is on Stage 1.  The process has been revised and gone through the 
committee – it has been shortened by an informal warning stage being removed.  The full site 
inspections are expected to take place in May. 

 
5. Theft from Plots Monthly Report  (Sharon Walsh) 

a) Nothing reported from Rosedale Road or Bullmeadow sites. 
b) Ak reported a good initial response from senior named police officer reported by other Thurrock 

allotment sites following on from the Police Fire Commissioner meeting held in December 25. 
c) Whitehall Lane allotments and Belmont allotments have both had break-ins end January/early 

February. 
d) All RR & BM plotholders are advised to NOT keep any valuables in their sheds. 

 
6. Rosedale Road Report (Alan Collins): 
a) Site is messy – muddy & wet. 
b) AC advised the meeting that the scrap collection will be taken over by Andy Klecha as from now; he will 

go with AK to the first visit etc.  The balance of money held by AC will be spent on tarmac, reroof shed, 
and manure delivery driver’s “drink”. 

c) Manure – 10 tonnes delivered, please use quickly as once that is used another large delivery will be 
arranged.  JF advised the meeting that Sugarloaf Riding for Disabled School on Stifford Clays Road 
(towards Orsett) also regularly has bags of manure that can be collected – these are free. 

d) Woodchip being delivered Monday. 
e) Pallets being delivered Wednesday – help yourself very useful for building compost bins. 
f) New plot holders being shown around by AC on Saturday – if take plot RR will be full. 
g) Boscombe Ave gate padlock has been WD40’d by JS and is easier to use. 
h) Working party at RR – not going ahead; AC does not see the need for one. 
i) AK & SW reported that the Peabody sheltered housing in Medina Road had emailed on Wednesday 

11/02  to complain about ivy from RR growing into, over and damaging their fencing.  On Thursday 
12/02 AK & SW looked at the fencing from RR site, the overgrowth is coming from the bank/land 
between our boundary and their fenceline; this is Thurrock Council land.  This was emailed back to the 
Allotments Team at Thurrock Council and the Peabody manager.  Allotments Team have now referred 
the matter to Cleaning & Greening Team at Thurrock Council.  They will advise us of the outcome.  CR 
informed the meeting that a member of the Peabody staff had phoned him, on Wednesday 11/02, to 
talk about the same problem (unclear who gave them CR’s number, or who the member of staff was).  
CR visited the site, talked to a member of staff, suggested to them how they could repair their fencing.  
This visit from CR has not been mentioned in the email conversation from Peabody. 
 

7. Bull Meadow Report (Andy Klecha): 
a) Manure – on site, wheelbarrows available to use but must be returned and locked up; wood chips – 

none, though more expected soon. 
b) AK clearing plots 41B & 48A – weather limiting what can be done at the moment. 
c) Site wet and muddy but a good time to prune bushes and trees, but not cherry and plum. 



d) Gate locks have had a good dose of WD40 it is hoped that will make them easier to use. 
e) Working party at BM –Sunday 22nd February 10am start to 12 noon – general tidy up of allotment 

garden, entrance from bar gate etc. 
f) AK will confirm RM’s plot boundaries on 22/02 
 
8. Treasurer’s Report (Jane Fielder): 
a) Subs paid by two new plotholders 
b) Petty cash £128.18, bank account £4700.91, total funds £4829.09 
c) JF will be making the annual £50 donation to Tyrells Hall funds for the use of the meeting space 

sometime in the coming week. 
d) JF will be ordering a pallet of Groworganic very soon.  The company will liaise with CR regarding 

delivery.  20 bags will be going to Viv; AC will be taking them to her. 
e) JF aware of a funding opportunity via Lower Thames Funding Project to be used on community 

projects. 
 
9. Membership Secretary’s Report (Sheila Cheeseman): 
a) 17 on waiting list 
b) 2 plots available both on BM 
 
10. Any Other Business: 
a) Raffle – £16 raised – thank you to SC & CC 
b) Chadwell Shed Allotment Shop – is now open Saturdays and Sundays 9.30 am to 12 noon.  They are 

expecting a large delivery of compost in the coming week.  They will have seed potatoes, onion and 
shallot sets for sale.  Address – Oxford Avenue, Chadwell St Mary RM16 4HP; membership £2 pa. 

c) Chair – JS will chair the March meeting as AK on holiday 
d) Thurrock Allotments Steering Group – CR advised that the next meeting, open to all, will be at Tyrells 

Hall on Monday 16th Feb at 7.00pm.  AK plans to attend. 
CR also told the meeting of Brian Taylor’s illness and that he is making a good recovery – we wished him 
well. 

e) Veg Talk 
Onions sets can be planted from March; they can have a good soak if in dry area, but must be allowed 
to dry out before soaking again.  As our summers are getting drier the onions are smaller when 
cropped.  Japanese onions are planted in November and are cropped a month earlier than regular 
onions, though they do not store as well.  Red onions bolt more quickly than white onions.  As soon as 
you see a flower spike snap it out and the onions will still swell but you will have to cut out, not use, the 
thicker tougher flower spike in the centre. 
Shallots can go out now in a dryish patch. 
Garlic can also go into ground if not too wet as could rot if it is also cold. 
Cauliflowers 2025 was a tough year for cauliflowers they need a lot of water and must not be allowed 
to dry out.  Plant autumn and overwinter carefully. 
Broad beans – sow in pots or in the ground – not too late to start.  BB sown in November are hardier 
against blackfly. 
Pruning – Good time to prune currant bushes, apple and pear trees – but not cherry or plum. 
 

11. Next meeting: 

Friday 13th March 2026 7.30pm upstairs at Tyrells Hall Club, 67 Dock Road, Grays RM17 6EY 


