ROSEDALE ROAD & BULL MEADOW ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION - MEETING 8" May 2026
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Present: A Klecha (Chair), S Walsh (Secretary), S Cheeseman (Membership Secretary), A Collins, S
Simmonds, M Watts, K Walsh, J Bishop, A Davison (9 total)

Apologies: J Fielder (Treasurer), J Stephens (Committee), C Cheeseman (Committee), L Dartnell, S
Klecha, C Davison, C Robertson, J Alabaster, B Alabaster (9 total)

Minutes from 10t April 26: Agreed.

Matters Arising:

a) Plot Inspections will be held soon. The inspection team will also start to look for the Most Improved
Plot, which will be announced at the AGM in October. SW will email information to remind all what
the team will be looking for.

Theft from Plots Monthly Report (Sharon Walsh)

a) Nothing reported from Rosedale Road or Bullmeadow sites.

b) Nothing reported across other Thurrock allotment sites.

c) Chadwell Allotment Shop was broken into on 15™ April — the float, fertilizer, plant treatments and
seeds were stolen, they also damaged doors and locks. RRBMAA donated £100 along with many
other allotment associations, local Chadwell Club, and individuals — all towards cost of repairs and
improved security.

Rosedale Road Report (Alan Collins):

a) Pallets delivery expected to be left at BA end of site

b) Woodchips at RR end of site — one ton from LTC; more will be available

c) Site mostly okay — a few plots need serious attention

d) A plot holder was seen using a hosepipe in the dip tank pumping water through this is NOT
ALLOWED. Hose pipes are only allowed if attached to a water harvesting system or an IBC. The plot
holder has been spoken to by a committee member and told not allowed to do so.

e) Overhanging branch from cemetery was reported to Thurrock Council who have quickly and
efficiently dealt with and removed. They did so with ropes from the cemetery side.

f) Arecently vacated plot needs to be cleared before it can be offered out to a new tenant. AC will
look at the size of the job and advise if he will need help to do so.

Bull Meadow Report (Andy Klecha):

a) Overall site looks good — new plot holders on top of the work needed.

b) All plots taken — a half plot may be available later this year to be confirmed.

c) No manure at the moment —woodchips delivery possibly expected in the coming week.

Treasurer’s Report (Jane Fielder via message):

a) Subs paid by new plotholders

b) Water bills paid RR £131.33 and BM £52.92. AK remarked that most of BM’s water bill was covering
standard charges

c) Petty cash £66.45, bank account £4528.66, total funds £4595.11

d) Scrap metal collection raised £71

Membership Secretary’s Report (Sheila Cheeseman):
a) 15 on waiting list

10. Any Other Business:

a) Raffle — held over to next meeting
b) Summer Social — Saturday 11% July 5pm start



c) Annual Open Day - Saturday 15" August from 10.00am to 1.00pm. Donations of allotment
produce, cakes, jams, pickle and chutneys would be much appreciated. AC & SS reported that
potatoes, onions, tomatoes, beetroot etc are planted and growing well on “Keith’s Plot” to be
harvested for the open day.

d) Whitehall Allotments Plant Sale/Open Day — Saturday 16" May 1.00 to 4.00pm. If driving best to
park in Whitehall Lane, there is a path through that splits their site.

e) Plant Swap — Monday 11" May at Woolmarket, Horndon on the Hill. Take your excess plants, you
will be given swap points that you can then use against any plants you may want. Tea/coffee
available.

f) Veg Talk
Amaryllis — AD asked how to keep them after flowered. AK advised to feed them once a week,
leave leaves on. Stop feeding in Aug/Sept and let them dry off. Put into dark place for 5/6 weeks,
then should be growing by Christmas.

Pond RR site at Boscombe Avenue entrance — JB has noticed frogs using the pond and asked that
the mesh be raised when put back down so the frogs (and other wildlife) can get in and out easily.
Frogs help keep slugs and snails at bay! As do hedgehogs although no one at the meeting has seen
one, or signs of, for some time.

Essex Regiment Tomatoes - AD asked if anyone had some seeds or knew where to get them from,
meeting could not help.

Planting Out - if planting out soft items such as tomatoes please be wary as still risky — watch the
nighttime temperature and cover with cloches, or fleece, if risk of frost.

“Ne’er cast a clout, ‘til May is out”

11. Next meeting:
Friday 12™ June 2026, 7.30pm upstairs at Tyrells Hall Club, 67 Dock Road, Grays RM17 6EY
Please note that after this meeting the next one will be 11t September.



